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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


DATE January 18, 1984 — Wednesday 
PLACE Campion Center — Weston (see map) 
TIME 7:30 PM, doors open at 7:00 PM for 


socializing 


Bill Connell, MDC Police Officer, telling of 
his job as a helicopter traffic observer for 
local radio station. 


GUEST SPEAKER 


RAFFLE Be sure to buy your tickets for a computer 
and/or Callbooks 
REFRESHMENTS Free coffee and doughnuts to be served. 
WANLAHE \ WAYLANO 


akunmeea PAE. 


WALTHAM 


EDITOR’S CORNER 


When I last checked our membership roster, it stood at well 
over 450 members, If you take away 50 members who are not too 
active that leaves 400, Divide the remaining 400 by the amount of 
2 meter repeaters that we have (4), this leaves a distribution of 
100 members per repeater (UHF not considered), 

How come, then, there are only 10-15 regulars on the machines 
If you've become a radio personality rivaling Jess Cain and Dave 
Maynard, maybe its time to take stock in yourself, 

Somewhere in that vast radio wasteland are 400 MMRA mem- 
bers who are so enthralled by the details of your comings and 
goings that they are hesitant to interrupt your description of mile 
posts and pot holes, 7 

All too often I've heard members check into an existing QSO 
only to be shunted aside by the socalled regulars.” Lets give some- 
one else the chance to talk. Maybe they just might have something 
interesting to say. Ifthe shoe fits... . 

Editor 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


Period: December 1, 1983 to December 31, 1983 


EXPENSES INCOME 
01-61 $ 25,03 Dues $448.33 
115-715 21,94 Advertising 20.00 
22~82 30.85 Misc. Income 11.00 
President 67,25 
Peenauser 8.00 Total Income $479.33 
Meetings 57.07 
Total Expenses $210, 14 
CONSOLIDATED TREASURER'S REPORT 

Period: May 18, 1983 to December 31, 1983 
EXPENSES INCOME 
O1~61 $ 317,21 Dues $6, 155, 77 
07-67 1,204, 22 Advertising 40. 00 
115-715 191,58 Coffee & D'nuts 64, 10 
22-82 604,56 Raffle 391.00 
220-Quincy 501,83 Misc. Income 21,00 
440-Marlboro 103.65 
President 67.25 $6, 671.87 
Treasurer 39.00 Balance brought 
Secretary 154, 75 forward 5/18/83 $3,935, 88 
Meetings 788.71 Total Income 6,671.87 
Newsletter 738.24 10, 607, 75 
Misc, Expense 72,72 Total Expenses 4,783. 72 
Total Expenses $4, 783, 72 Balance 12/31/83 $5, 824,03 


Bill, KBIDY 


QDOADDQDODOOOQAOO0O00000000 


The Council of Eastern Massachusetts Amateur Radio Clubs — 
CEMARC — has been formed as a common meeting ground for 
amateur radio clubs in the eastern Massachusetts area. At the 
request of our President, Al Kunian, KA1AL, I have represented 
the Minuteman Repeater Association at the meetings of CEMARC 
conducted at the Framingham Amateur Radio Association under 
the chairmanship of Lew Nyman, KIAZE. Lew is the moving force 
behind CEMARC, Some of the objectives of CEMARC are to inform 
member delegates of the activities of other amateur radio organiza- 
tions such as flea markets, social events, educational activities, 
public service projects, etc, This clearing house" is informational 
only, Some joint activities are being planned which will be of bene- 
fit to all local amateur radio groups, for example a Speakers’ 
Bureau, A constitution and by-laws have been drafted, voted and 
accepted, The sessions of CEMARC have been interesting, inform- 
ative and of value to each of us of MMRA. Best of all, there are 
no dues!!! I will keep you informed as matters develop. If you 
have any questions, please give me a call, 

de KOIM 
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SCHOOL SCRIBBLINGS 


Contrary to accepted practise sometimes the best way to 
launch a successful project is the most confusing way possible. At 
least, that's the way it seemed last summer when we were formu- 
lating plans for a novice training class, Pending changes in 
licensing, procedures, etc,, had many of us ina quandary, No 
one seemed to have the answers. Well, we cast aside all doubt 
and intrepidly launched forward!! The results I am happy to report 
are that we have successfully assisted several new hams into the 
wonderful world of amateur radio, All MMRA amateurs involyed 
in this project performed admirably, professionally and the collec- 
tive enthusiasm was truly infectious. It is a pleasure to be 
associated with people of such high calibre and expertise, I thank 
and commend the following members of MMRA for their generosity, 
skill, dedication, hard work and enthusiasms, 


Teaching Staff; 
Phil Broeg, W1HBB 


Bud Hill, K1PD 


Support Staif: 
dim Bricker, NIBHP 


Bob Gettys, NIBRM 
Art Thompson, KALENP 


To each of you who replied to our "Want to Teach" question- 
naire I also offer my thanks, You will be hearing from me soon 
by letter, 

Our first novice class was conducted at the Wilmington, Mass. 
High School, The next ten week series of classes will begin on 
February 6, 1984 at the Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical 
School, Route 2A, Lexington, Mass, The format is as follows: 


Novice Class — Mondays, 7-9 P.M. 
General Class — Mondays AND Wednesdays, 7~ 9 P.M, 


For registration information please call Dolores Aruda of the 
Minuteman Regional High School, 861-6500 X240 or call me, 
Frank Comfort, KO1M at 396-8441, Registrations are accepted 
now, first come-first served, We are forming a curriculum for 
‘upgrades to the advanced and extra class licenses in the future, 

Each and all are cordially invited to take part in the MMRA 
education program whether as teacher, supporter or student, The 
spectre of "no code" licensing is not too distant in the future, It 
is our responsibility NOW to guide our prospective brother and 
sister amateurs in the right way and manner of amateur radio, If 
we ignore this challenge amateur radio ~ especially VHT and UHF — 
may well go the dreadful way of Citizen Band, I will keep you 
updated as events proceed, 


Rod Cauvel, WA10JX 
Less Radney, WIPL 


Bob Flumere, NICTY 
John Solman, WA9AMZ 


Vy 73, 
de KOIM 
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ASSOCIATION WILL CONDUCT ASSOCIATION WILL CONDUCT 


A GENERAL LICENSE COURSE 
WHEN? February 6,1984: Mondays 
2 ~ la: -AND Wednesdays, 7pm-Spm 
sana Jom apm tor 10 Meeks” tor ten weeks 
WHERE? Minuteman Regional Vocational WHERE? Minuteman Regional Vocational 
Technical School, Lexington Technical School, Lexington 
INFO? Call Dolores Aruda- 861-6500 or INFOQ? Call Dolores Aruda- 861-6500 or 
Frank Comfort, KO1M,396-8441 Frank Comfort, KO1M,396-8441 


A NOVICE LICENSE COURSE: 


1983-84 MEETING DATES 


WEDNESDAY — JAN. 18 — WESTON 
MONDAY — MAR, 19- WESTON 
TUESDAY -—MAY15 — WESTON 


There have been some questions asked recently about the 
specific duties of control operators on our repeaters. 

The Directors, in their infinite wisdom, went back into the 
archives to find that the MMRA founding fathers had already out- 
lined the control operator's responsibilities, The following are 
excerpts from the Guidelines, 


3.13 Control Operators 


Control operators are licensed Amateur Radio operators who 
are authorized by the repeater station trustee to exercise control 
over the repeater. Selection of control operators shall be made by 
the repeater trustee from those able to devote extended periods of 
time monitoring the repeater. Control operators shall be replaced 
when they no longer perform their monitoring and control functions, 


4.3 Guidelines for Control Operators 
Control Operators are required by FCC Rules and Regulations 
to assure that repeater. operation is consistent with Part 97 of 
those rules, In addition, MMRA control operators shall be 
required to insure that users of our repeaters are consistent with 
MMRA policy and the guidelines of the repeater trustee. Control 
Operators are not intended to be policemen whose duty it is to 
chastise offenders, but rather to be a representative of the 
association and rendering aid and assistance to users of MMRA 
repeaters, A user who is operating incorrectly should be helped 
politely in learning the proper methods and procedures with a 
minimum of public embarrassment. The following guidelines are 
issued to aid the Control Operators in the performance of their 
duties: 
4,3,1 The repeater shall be shut down immediately under the 
following circumstances: 
a. Continued use of vulgar, obscene or profane language. 
b, Malfunction resulting in interference or potential damage 
to the repeater, 
¢, Continued malicious or unidentified transmission of 
carrier, either modulated or unmodulated, 
4,3,2 The autopatch shall be terminated if: 
a, Accessed by an unidentified station, 
b. A telephone operator comes on the line, 
c. The call results in the retransmission of music or com- 
merical broadcast material. 
4,3.3 Ifa call is made which is obviously a business eall, ie., 
its puxpose is to communicate information normally considered 
part of a person's business or occupation, the call should be 
allowed to finish and then the user contacted and informed of the 
rules prohibiting such calls. If the user continues to make such 
calls, the calls may be terminated by a Control Operator, 
4,3.4 A Control Operator shall always identify himself when 
terminating an autopatch, 
4,3. Malicious jamming or deliberate misuse of the repeater 
should be ignored when possible. If it continues, the repeater 
should be shut down, The Control Operator must use his judge~ 
ment in such cases and consider that a weak jammer might reduce 
repeater usage by only 25% if ignored, but that shutting down the 
repeater reduces usage by 100%, 
4.3.6 Ifa called party uses prohibited language, the Control 
Operator shall break into the autopatch and ask that the party be 
advised that they are "On the Air," 


CEH PPP ERE PEE HEE ER EEE PEER EE ER 


The long considered codeless class of amateur radio license 
came before the FCC at precisely 9:51 a.m. » Wednesday, 
December I4th, at their regular Open Commission Meeting, The 
ham community has been waiting for a final ruling on the issue 
since Docket 20282 first proposed the no-code '‘Communicator' 
class back in 1974. The FCC has been actively considering a 
code-free amateur radio license for more than a decade, Ever 
since then, various FCCs have toyed with the codeless ham con- 
cept in various forms, 

Ina stunning and decisive decision the present Commission 
has declined to establish a class of Amateur Radio operator 
license which would not require 2 proficiency in the International 
Morse Code, The Commission concluded that the five word-per— 
minute slow-speed Morse code requirement for the present entry- 
level Novice and Technician class licensees in the Amateur Radio 
Service should be retained and noted that "there is still substantial 
everyday use of the Morse code" in the Amateur service, 


WO5YI Report 


Al, Alan, Allan, 
Allen, Albert 
KATAKD 


Bernie, Bernard 
LONE 
WLdBY: 
WAWAS. 
ARIZ 


MMRA MEMBERSHIP - HANDLE and CALL 


Bill, Willian 
NLAMY 


Charlie 


KLEERG. 

RAeKst 

Domenic, Dom 
x ff 


on 


Doug, Douglas 
wesnay | 


Edward, Eddie, Ed, 
Edgar 
KALARE 


Elmer 
W1LBIS: 


Eoil, Bmile 
WALAGQ 
NLAGR 
KADHW: 


Erio 
KALPWr 


Earnie, Brnest 
WDBEZY 
WALGUN. 


‘Eugene, Gene 
WD5 TOE 


Evelyn 
KALBBN: 


Forrest 
KLEEN 


F 


WELBZH: 


KELKQ 

WALOLA 
Gerry, Gerald 

NLAKY: 

KiGor 

WALZSE 


WLOZ 
Wire 


Glenn 
KLMCH 


Gloria 
WHLFYD 


WRLEYE. 

KLILK 
Herbert, Herb 

WALYMW 


Joseph 
“WLAST 


doe 


donas 
NLCKR 


dose 
NLACA 


duiie 
ATLW. 


June 
RLg2 


Kenneth, Ken: 
KATACK 


Mitchell, Mitch 


NLAOH 


Morrin 
KALHAY 


Mort 
KALIU 
WLase 

Mart: 
KALOM 


KiGep 


Myrton, My _ 
WELGHS 


Nat 
WLEPB 


Philip, Phil 
WLHBB 
Keely 


Pierre 
WBELEZK 


‘Raymond, Ray: 
WeeLET 


Red 
WLSYA 


Reid 
KIPFR 


Richard, Rich, 
Dick 


Russell, Russ 
WALTRQ 
WLaM 


Ruth 
WLUQA 


Ruthe 
WLECS. 
Salty 
KLTAO 
Sandy. 
ERLQ 
Santo 
KALHAT: 
Soott. 
WELPGL 
Stenley, Stan 
KATCOMB 


kw 


Stephen, Steven, 


November, 1983 


MMRA MEMBERSHIP - GEOGRAPHICAL 


Chelmsford Groton Tdncoln 
Abington KLABO WldZd. WAQAMZ 
KLPEr WLBH WLELY WA2GRZ, 
WLBYC ee WLGIV. 
KBLOX Halifax — KIMCH 
ATLT WLBIO WALNNET 
KIOKE : KVPBL 
Hanover oe 
Chestnut HLL KAL AWB Littleton 
WLGOH : KATAND © 
WLUP Harvard 
. WALBEW 
Cochituate KAT COP 
WLiSNW. WESERA 
: AdTS 
Concord WALZIG 
NIBDA ee 
Hinghan 
RiBA 
KLVDQ. 
“Holbrook 
WRLAGY 
WALGUN 
Kiuey 
Holliston 
KALAD 


Ayer 
WALSNE 
Bedford 
NLACA 
NLAQQ 
KLGCh 
KBLES 
W1IGE: 
WALOJX Burlington 
AZ WLHBE 
Belmont — Cambridge 
WLARQ WELEZH 
HALARD i Was 
WHIT 
KLOYE WALIYH ‘ent 
KLSRS KRLQ a 
net WALUVR , 
WALVSY PLATE 
Beverly WALZSE : 
AGLP 
Lexington 
i He 
Bildenies OOTBLGDR aac 
KALCGR 
ERLE Canton NICEG Medfield 
RBIGP WIRYE RAW ee 
Aelge KALEW. oo KALIO 
: Carlisle Eau : we 
Bolton: NLAgM + WALVNE 
NLOQI. RALIVG WALY! 
WALHMY TWA 


WALIDA KLALZ WLIBR 


KLKIW: WALR WLR 
WALKY? mis KELKO 
RATIO WALZEP WLLBV: 
LEX TQNNM 
KLNDE Schenectady, NY WALNVY 
RLOQX WEIL ABLZ 
KALOK 
taker Scituate Sutton 
WROUZY WLDED KANZC 
WALURE 
WLUVE Sharon Tunbridge, VE 
WALWIS KLONK KiMog 
WLTAE NLBZT 
Northboro KALHEV 
WLWAV. fypgaboro 
Sherborn WALSXU 
Norwell NLBHY 
WALJRB WELBUZ Upton 
WALBVA cM 
Nomwood NLIR WALOMW 
I z 
eM Wakefield 


Palm Beach, FL 
KLUDI 


Peabod 
va 
Pembroke 
mcg 
Plymouth ‘WHLECL 
South 
= Ge 
WAINDO KLTEQ: 


Wollaston 
WLdIBY 
Woods Hole 
WLIAY 
Woodville 
Aeron KEI ae 
BS Westboro Worcester 
NLBVO Rocudale KALPZ KALALU KALHAL 
ine nue tire 
Ngee Sengue : KALGZN Wee ace. 
NICER | ze : ay xis? 


November, 1983 
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HERE and THERE 


PLANNING TO UPGRADE? Until the volunteer examination 
program is in place, your opportunities may be severely limited. 
FCC Field Offices nationwide will offer Amateur and commercial 
operator license examinations quarterly during calendar year 1984, 
FCC states that these cutbacks, as well as the drastic reduction 
or elimination of examination sessions in other cities, are the 
result of budgetary planning which predated the volunteer examina- 
tion proposal, 

in Boston, examinations will be administered during the weeks 
of February 6-10, May 7-11, August 6-10, and November 5-9, 
Examinations are given by appointment only upon receipt of a com- 
pleted application (Form 610 for Amateurs, Form 756 for commer~ 
cial operator license applicants), Applications must be mailed to 
FCC, 1600 Customhouse, 165 State Street, Boston, MA 02109, 
The deadline for receipt of applications is the 15th of the month 
prior to the examination, Approximately one week before the 
examination, applicants will be mailed an appointment slip with 
the place, date, and time of the examination. No one will be 
admitted to the examination site without this appointment slip. 

The Boston field office will also conduct examinations in 
Augusta, MID the week of May 21-25 (cut-off date for applications 
is May 1) and in Hartford, CT the week of October 22-26 (cut-off 
date is October 1). Thanks Vincent Kajunski, FCC Engineer~in- 
Charge, Boston; KICE; ARRL Letter, 


Are you interested in serving on the MMRA Board of Directors? 

According to the bylaws, here is what you do: 

— By March 15, notify the Secretary that you want to run for office, 

— She will give you a form to fill out and have signed by (5) five 
other members and returned to her by April Ist. 

— The recommendations of the nominating committee are also to be 
submitted by April 1, 

— A list of candidates will be published in the Newsletter and the 
election will be held at the May meeting. 


BUY and SELL 


Yaesu FT72Z0RU FM Synthesized Mobile 
Radio, with remote cable $250 
Bob Gettys NIBRM evenings 620-1836 


K1GGP KORNER 


A child is someone who passes through your life and disappears 
into an adult. 


FOR SALE 


4k 


The ideal man is tall, dark, and has some. 
ho Ok 


What this country needs is a credit card that will self-destruct 
at $500. 


Ok ok 
A cheap but top-rate computer is the one between your ears. 
ae OK 
Sometimes it is better to put off until tomorrow what you are 
likely to botch today. 
ok 
Hf you would have the world beat a path to your door — try 
taking a nap. 
OK 


Fellowship doubles our joy and divides our grief. 
ae ok 


What would dog owners do without other people's lawns? 
KK . 


If ignorance is bliss — why aren't more folks happy? 
eK 
Most people don't like to repeat gossip .. . but what else can 
you do with it? 
aR OR AR 


Owen Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest 


Thave hesitated to write this article until both my blood pres- 
sure and NASA STS-9 were back to ground level. Many of us, 
including yours truly, were shocked, discouraged and dismayed by 
the operational procedures of some hams during Owen Garriott's 
history-making flight aboard the Columbia. 

Though there had been months of preparation regarding the 
‘operating frequenciés to be used by Garriott and earth bound 
stations, dozens of hams insisted on calling W5LFL on his dedi~ 
cated transmit frequency. As if that wasn't bad enough, all of the 
self-appointed "policemen" monitoring 145,55 MHZ got on to 
chastise the offenders, All of which resulted in chaos on the fre- 
quency, 

Some of the language heard during this period was downright 
embarrassing to listeners, both hams and SWL's, I heard of one 
ham who had gathered some non-ham friends around his rig in 
hopes that they would hear WSLIL on one of his passes, Instead 
he was embarrassed to hear language and behavior which would 
make Channel 19 seem tame, 

1, for one, am totally disgusted with the level of operation on 
the ham bands and on 2-meters in particular, It seems that we 
traded in our common sense, self-respect and basic intelligence 
when we received our ham licenses at the FCC office, 

Maybe it is my past training in the U.5. Army Signal Corps 
which causes me to be extra sensitive to careless operation, I 
was taught if you don't know how to operate your equipment properly 
on the correct frequency, don't operate, Also, if you don't have 
anything intelligent’to say; maintain radio silence, 

Now don't go saying'that 'm dragging the ham community down 
in the mud. There are thousands of dedicated men and women on 
the bands that do operate in'a sebsible fas! « To those people, I 
tip my hat! 

Let's keep thé, bands free of the cuckot Maybe next time 
Owen flies over he'll find more ham-ers than jammers, 


wagney . Bill Shaughnessy 
KBIDY 


TEN ELECTRONIC COMMANDMENTS 


Good advice — The 10 Electronic Commandments — K1GGP 


1. Beware the lightning that lurketh in an undischarged capacitor 
lest it cause thee to bounce upon thy Meeks in a most 
unprofessional manner, 

2, Cause thou the switch that supplieth large quantities of juice 
to be opened and thusly tagged that thy days may be long in 
this earthly vale of tears, 

3. Prove to thyself that all circuits that radiateth and upon which 
thou worketh are grounded and thusly tagged lest they lift thee 
to radio frequency potential and causeth thee to make like a 
radiator too, 

4, Tarry thou not amongst those fools that engage in intentional 
shocks for they are surely non-believers and are not long for 
this world, 

8, Take case thou useth the proper method when thou taketh the 
measure of a high voltage circuit so that thou dost not inciner- 
ate both thee and thy meter; for verily, though thou art 
expendable and can easily be replaced, the meter is not and 
as a consequence bringeth much woe upon the department, 

G. Take care thou tampereth not with interlocks and safety 
devices for this incurreth the wrath of thy supervisor and 
bringeth the fury of the major department head upan thy head 
and shoulders. 

7. Work thee not on energized equipment, for if thou doest so 
thy comrades surely will be buying beers for thy widow and 
consoling her in certain ways not generally acceptable to thee, 

8, Verily, verily I say unto thee, never service equipment alone 
for electrical cooking is sometimes a slothful process and 
thou might sizzle in thine own fat upon a hot circuit for hours 
on end before thy maker sees fit to end thy misery and drag 
thee into his fold. 

9, Trifle thee not with radioactive tubes and substances lest thou 
commence to glow in the dark like a lightning bug and thy wife 
be frustrated and have no further use for thee except for thy 
wages, 

10. Commit thou to memory all the words of the prophets which 
are written down in varied and sundry memorandums, and 
which giveth out with the straight dope and consoleth thee when 
thou hast suffered a ream job by thy group leader. 


Author Unknown 


€L120 SLLASNHOVSSVW 'NOLONIX'T 
NOILVIOOSSV UGLVAdaa NVAALONIN 


New England’s 
Only Factory Authorized 
HAM STORE 
1500 Square Feet of Floor Space 
Displaying the most wanted 
NEW Radio Equipment from 
ICOM & KENWOOD, as well 


as all the accessories to 
complete a HAM STATION. 


OPEN 9 A.M. EVERY DAY 
Closed Sunday 


Fully Equipped Service Dept. for FACTORY AUTHORIZED Service 


